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Region
Ill. study says
locks closure
is too costly

In the ongoing public
relations battle over
whether to close Chicago-
area locks to keep out
Asian carp, Illinois’
Chamber of Commerce
published a study
Wednesday saying such
closures would cost local
and regional businesses
more than $500 million a
year.

The chamber’s study
aimed to debunk a Wayne
State University study
that said the cost would
be about $70 million a
year. The chamber said
its study was broader,
while the Michigan study
focused on transportation
and cargo costs.

The U.S. Supreme
Court has refused to
order a lock closure and
the Obama administra-
tion opposes it, though
evidence of Asian carp
DNA has been found in
Lake Michigan.

Several Great Lakes
states and environmental
groups want a permanent
separation between the
Great Lakes and the Chi-
cago locks. The Supreme
Court is to consider that
request April 16.

Monroe
Man faces life
in prison over
child sex case

AMonroe man faces a
mandatory life in prison
sentence after pleading
guilty Tuesday in federal
court in Detroit to sexual-
ly exploiting a child.
James Frazee is to be
sentenced Aug. 5.

The U.S. Attorney’s
Office said Frazee, 53,
used a minor younger
than 12 to take sexually
explicit photos, which he
distributed on the In-
ternet in 2003-07. He also
maintained a Web site
with photos of the victim
in sexually inappropriate
outfits during the same
period, prosecutors said.

Frazee was convicted
in Alpena County in the
early 1990s of first-degree
criminal sexual conduct
involving a child younger
than 13; that triggered
the mandatory life term
for the latest offense.
Patricia Podgajski of
Toledo, who is accused of
helping him run the Web
site, is awaiting trial.

Quick hits
� BOMBING HEARING:
Umar Farouk Abdulmu-
tallab, a Nigerian man
accused of trying to blow
up a Detroit-bound plane
on Dec. 25, isn’t expected
to appear in court next
week for a pretrial hear-
ing. He remains impris-
oned in Milan.

� CENSUS RALLY: Trying to
raise awareness about
the need to respond to
the census questionnaire,
the U.S. Census Bureau is
teaming up with the ar-
ea’s Asian community.
An informative rally —
with cultural entertain-
ment and exhibits and
guidance on filling out the
form — is planned for 1-4
p.m. Sunday at Van Hoo-
sen Middle School, 1339
N. Adams in Rochester
Hills.
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Detroit will take its first major strides
thisyear inaddingbike lanes to itsstreets.

The largest share of 30 miles of
marked on-street bike lanes that the city
plans to add this year will be 17 miles in
southwest Detroit connecting the Cork-
town and Mexicantown neighborhoods.
That area also will get nearly 12 miles of
roads designated as bike routes, with
signs directing cyclists to destinations
and alerting drivers to bicycle traffic but
no painted bike lanes.

Other bike lanes will be added on
streets near Wayne State University in
Midtown, theNewCenter areaand the ci-
ty’s east side asDetroit spendsmore than
$3.6 million — mostly federal funds with
matchinggrantsprovidedbyprivatenon-
profit groups — for signs and repainting
on the first batch ofwhat ultimately could
be hundreds ofmiles of lanes set aside for
cyclists.

The bike lanes are part of a larger
greenways effort in southeast Michigan,
supported by groups including the Com-
munity Foundation for Southeast Michi-
gan and theKresge Foundation, to create
a system of non-motorized community
links that tie together neighborhoods,
parksandotheramenities throughpedes-
trian and bike paths.

“You’re starting to connect these
neighborhoods that have their own
strengths in ways they haven’t been in a
number of years,” said Scott Clein of Gif-
fels-Webster Engineers, a firm that
helpedputtogetheramasterplanfornon-
motorized transportation that Detroit
adopted in 2008.

Advocates say thecityhasemphasized
moving vehicle traffic at the expense of
walking or biking — key indicators of a
community’s livability.

“Kids should be able to walk or bike to
school,” said Todd Scott, Detroit green-
ways coordinator for theMichigan Trails
and Greenways Alliance. “You should be
able to walk or bike to the local coffee
shop. It’s a quality of life issue.”

Detroit has bike lanes onBelle Isle and
on segments of scattered streets, but
nothing of the scale now planned.

Detroit ranked among the bottom
among the largest American cities in
number of bike lanes, signed routes or
multi-use paths per square mile in a 2010
League of American Bicyclists report.
About 4% of commuters either walk or
bike to work in Detroit, below the 5.6%
average among big U.S. cities.

City traffic engineer PrasadNannapa-
neni said the bike lanes generally will be
created using space from existing traffic
lanes, with striping repainted to make
room for 5-foot-wide bike lanes adjacent
to curbs or parking lanes. Nannapaneni
saidmost of this year’s bike laneworkwill
start in September.

� CONTACT MATT HELMS: 313-222-1450 OR
MHELMS@FREEPRESS.COM
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“I think it’s going to encourage more people to … take biking as a serious form of
transportation,” said Jon Koller, 25, who rides his bike from Corktown to WSU.

The city plans to create about 30 miles of bike lanes, with
17 miles of on-street lanes and nearly 12 miles of routes
signed for cyclists, starting in September in southwest Detroit,
near Wayne State University and on the east side. The aim is a
network of hundreds of miles of biking and walking paths
connecting neighborhoods and attractions across the city.

Biking in Detroit
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Detroit to put 30
miles of bicycle
lanes on streets
By MATT HELMS
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

Diana DeMayo’s family suffered last
month when they learned she was
killed, but their ordeal was all the more
cruel because the man charged with
torturing and murdering her harassed
themwith obscene phone calls, accord-
ing to Novi police reports.

DeMayodiedMarch 11 frommultiple
blunt force injuries received at an 11th-
floor apartment in the renovated Fort
Shelby Tower in downtown Detroit.

Peter N. Dabish was taken into cus-
tody Wednesday afternoon by Detroit
police on awarrant issuedMarch 31.He
is charged with first-degree murder
and torture. His late father co-founded
Powerhouse Gyms International, a net-
work of training and fitness centers.

Dabish’s lawyer Domnick Sorise did
not return calls Wednesday evening.

“The DeMayo family is grateful for
all the efforts of police agencies,” attor-
ney William Swor said on the family’s
behalf. “They look forward to the truth
coming out.”

The DeMayo family described Dab-
ish as their daughter’s friend. Dabish
and DeMayomoved into the downtown
apartment together on March 10. The
couple attracted attention because
they carried their belongings stuffed in
black trash bags, according to a resi-
dent who declined to be identified.

DeMayo, 23, was rushed the next
morning to Detroit Receiving Hospital,
where she died of multiple head inju-
ries, police said.

Police charged Dabish, 24, with pre-
meditated murder, which carries a
mandatory life sentence without pa-
role. The torture charge covers “ex-
treme physical or mental pain and suf-
fering.”

Wolfgang Mueller, an attorney for
PowerhouseGyms and a family spokes-
man, said the Dabish family “sends out
their prayers to the victim’s family.
This is certainly a senseless tragedy.”

Mueller said that Dabish “has never
had any involvement in running the
Powerhouse Gyms,” co-founded by
Norman Dabish, who died in 2005.

Members of the DeMayo family told
Novi police that Dabish started taunt-
ing them with obscene telephone calls
about a week before their daughter’s
death.

The calls began, the family said, af-
ter Dabish and their daughter were
reprimanded for coming to their home
while apparently intoxicated. After De-

Mayo was mortally injured and family
was awaiting word on her condition,
someone called asking if she were dead
andDabish got on the phone and shout-
edprofanities, the family told police in a
report filed March 12.

The family told police they got an-
other call after their daughter’s death
from a young woman asking about fu-
neral information. When the family
questioned her, they said Dabish got on
the line and again yelled obscenities.

The reports, released by the Novi
police, are heavily redacted, making it
impossible to identify the callers by
name or their relation to Dabish.

DeMayo had just graduated from
the University of Miami.

“This has been horrible,” Swor said.
“No family should have to go though
this. She is deeply missed.”

Dabish is expected to be arraigned
today in Detroit 36th District Court.

� CONTACT JOE SWICKARD: JSWICKARD@FREEPRESS
.COM. STAFF WRITER AMBER HUNT CONTRIBUTED TO
THIS REPORT.

Man charged in torture death
Family tells of harassing calls Diana DeMayo,

23, died March
11. Peter N.
Dabish, 24, is
charged in her
death in
Detroit.

By JOE SWICKARD
and TAMMY STABLES BATTAGLIA
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITERS

Michigan Democrats and a liberal ac-
tivist organization called Wednesday for
an investigationofwhat theysaidwaspo-
tentially illegal campaign finance money
laundering by state and national Repub-
lican Party committees.

TheallegationsaroseafteraWashing-
ton, D.C.-based online newsletter report-
ed that Michigan GOP Chairman Ron
Weiser and Republican National Com-
mittee Chairman Michael Steele ar-
ranged to haveMichigan donors contrib-
ute to the RNC in December, with the
RNC later making contributions to the
Michigan party.

Anunnamedsourcetold theDailyCal-
ler that the donations helped Steele ap-
pear effective and
could allow the Michi-
ganders, who each
gave $34,000 to the
RNC, to exceed a
$10,000 cap on dona-
tions to the state party
for use in congressio-
nal campaigns.

Representatives of
the RNC and Michi-
gan GOP declined to
be interviewed Wednesday, but issued
statementsdenouncing theallegationsas
baseless.

“Enemies of Chairman Steele can
makeup all sorts of stories, and there are
plenty in the press who have an interest
in peddling sensations,” said Michigan
party spokeswoman Jennifer Hoff.
“Michigan donors have a long history of
contributing to the RNC, and the RNC
hasa longhistoryof supportingMichigan
GOP efforts.”

Steele has been under fire in recent
weeks,mostnotablyoverrevelationsthat
theRNChad reimbursed a staffer for ex-
penses incurred at a Los Angeles adult
nightclub.

Twenty-threeMichigandersmadedo-
nations of $34,000 to theRNC inDecem-
ber. The RNC gave the Michigan GOP
$500,000inJanuaryandFebruary,more
than to any other state.

PerrigoChairmanMichael Jandernoa
of Grand Rapids, who with his wife con-
tributed $68,000 to the RNC in Decem-
ber, said therewere no conditions placed
on the donation. Jandernoa said he vets
all of his political financial transactions
withaconsultant toensure that theycon-
form to campaign finance regulations.

Michigan Democratic Chairman
MarkBrewercalledthetransfer fromthe
RNC toMichigan GOP a “secret scheme
(that) may be an illegal attempt to avoid
federal contribution limits.”

DavidHoltz, headof the activist group
Progress Michigan, also put out a news
release calling on theMichigan State Po-
lice to launch an investigation.

� CONTACT DAWSON BELL: 517-372-8661
OR DBELL@FREEPRESS.COM

Probe is
sought on
finances
of GOP
By DAWSON BELL
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

DEMS SAY

THE GOP WAS

TRYING TO

AVOID CAPS

ON CAMPAIGN

DONATIONS.

LONG-DISTANCE RUMMAGING: Marathon-minded bargain hunters
will be cruising from Clarkston to Bay City for an 84-mile rummage
sale. The sixth annual event, organized by the M-15 Heritage Rec-
reational Route, is to be held from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. May 1. Goodrich
administrator Jakki Sidge said it’s “a pretty free-flowing event”
that welcomes but doesn’t require participation.

-- ASSOCIATED PRESS

F06A_08_1D_X#black#broad#single


